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WAKATOBI

Wakatobi, a jewel in southeast 
Sulawesi, stands for four main 
islands: Wangi-Wangi, Kaledupa, 

Tomia and Binongko. The area has 
been designated as one of UNESCO’s 
World Heritage Sites for its outstanding 
underwater natural beauty. Located in 
the heart of the world’s Coral Triangle, 
Wakatobi boasts unparalleled marine 
biodiversity, making it a haven for divers 
and marine lovers from all corners of the 
globe. This beauty is not only limited to 
the underwater, but also the charm of the 
islands with their rich local culture.

Wakatobi’s waters are home to more 
than 750 coral species and thousands 
of fish species, making it one of the 
most diverse marine ecosystems on the 

planet. The clarity of the water allows 
for excellent visibility to explore its 
spectacular underwater gardens. In 
addition, the local Bajo people, known as 
“sea nomads,” provide a unique cultural 
touch, with houses on stilts over the water 
and traditions closely linked to marine life. 
This uniqueness makes Wakatobi more 
than just a marine tourism destination, 
but an immersive cultural experience.

Tourism development in Wakatobi 
focuses on sustainability, ensuring that 
its natural wealth is preserved for future 
generations. Conservation efforts are 
undertaken to protect vulnerable marine 
ecosystems, while local communities 
are empowered to participate in the 
development of sustainable tourism.

Editor’s Letter

Editor’s
Letter
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Wakatobi National Park is 
the heart of Indonesia’s 
underwater wonders, a site 

globally recognized for its incredible 
marine biodiversity. As part of the 
world’s Coral Triangle, the national park 
is home to a variety of magnificent 
coral species and fascinating marine 
life. Divers and snorkeling enthusiasts 
will find themselves in the midst of a 
vibrant aquatic scene, with colorful 
coral reefs and tropical fish swimming 
freely in the clear waters. 

The area is not only ecologically 
important, but also offers an 
immersive experience for visitors 
to understand the importance of 
marine conservation. Every corner 
of Wakatobi National Park presents 
incomparable beauty, from unique 
coral formations to direct interaction 
with a variety of sea creatures. It is 
a place where the beauty of nature 
truly shines through, inviting us 
to appreciate and preserve the 
underwater treasures.

With an area of 1.39 million 
hectares, Wakatobi National Park 

Wakatobi
NATIONAL PARK

Tourist Destination
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provides a diverse range of dive sites 
suitable for all levels, from beginners to 
professional divers. Visitors can enjoy the 
thrill of diving among healthy coral reefs, 
exploring underwater caves, or simply 

enjoying the beauty from the surface 
while snorkeling. The experience here 
is the perfect blend of adventure and 
appreciation of natural beauty.

1. 	 World Coral Reef Paradise
Wakatobi National Park in Southeast Sulawesi is an underwater paradise with more than 
750 species of coral reefs, making it one of the most biodiverse marine areas in the world, 
surpassing even the Great Barrier Reef. 

2. 	 Part of the World Coral Triangle
Located in the World Coral Triangle region, Wakatobi is renowned as a world-class diving 
destination with more than 40 dive spots such as Roma and Blade. 

3. 	 Community-based Ecotourism and Conservation
In addition, the area is a successful example of community-based conservation, where 
local people, including the Bajo tribe, are actively involved in marine conservation and 
ecotourism development. 

4. 	 World-Class Dive Spots
With more than 40 world-class dive spots such as Roma, Cornucopia, and Blade, Wakatobi 
is known as a favorite destination for international professional divers due to its high 
visibility and exceptional marine biodiversity.

5. 	 Designated a UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve
In 2012, Wakatobi was recognized by UNESCO as a World Biosphere Reserve due to its 
rich ecosystems and sustainable conservation model that is harmonious with the lives of 
coastal communities.

5 UNIQUE AND INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT WAKATOBI NATIONAL PARK
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Tomia Island in Wakatobi is a diver’s dream, 
offering a stunning array of world-class 
dive sites. The island is the gateway to 

incredible underwater beauty, with names like Ali 
Reef, House Reef, Roma Reef and Maya Bay being 
the main attractions. Each dive site in Tomia has 
unique characteristics and amazing biodiversity, 
making it an underwater explorer’s dream. 

Ali Reef, for example, is known for its healthy 
hard and soft coral formations and abundant 
fish life, while House Reef offers easy access 
and beautiful scenery right in front of the resort. 
Roma Reef is a more adventurous site with 
currents that allow sightings of large marine 
life, and Maya Bay amazes with small caves and 
crevices teeming with life. These four sites 
represent Tomia’s endless underwater treasures. 

Tomia Island itself offers not only underwater 
beauty, but also a strong sense of local culture. 
After diving, visitors can explore traditional 

villages, interact with locals or 
enjoy stunning sunset views from 
the island’s hills. The combination 
of underwater adventure and 
cultural experience makes Tomia 
Island an unforgettable destination 
in Wakatobi.

(ALI REEF, HOUSE REEF, MAYA BAY)
Tomia  Island

 Offers an array of world-class dive 
sites

 The gateway to incredible 
underwater beauty

 Each site has unique characteristics 
and amazing biodiversity.

Tourist Destination
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Tomia Island, part of the Wakatobi 
archipelago in Southeast Sulawesi, 
offers beaches such as Huntete 

Beach and Hongaha Beach with fine white 
sand and clear sea water. At Huntete 
Beach, visitors can enjoy the sunrise and 
have the opportunity to watch whales 
in the waters off the morning. Hongaha 
Beach, hidden away in Kulati Village, 
offers a unique experience: exotic white 
sand and ancient Japanese shipwrecks 

on the seabed, perfect for snorkeling and 
exploring history.

Tomia Island’s underwater is part of 
the world’s coral triangle, with 1.2km of 
healthy coral reefs-a paradise for divers 
and snorkelers. Inland, Tomia’s signature 
savannahs and hills provide spectacular 
panoramas: golden hour at Khayangan 
Hill is a favorite moment to capture the 
silhouette of the island against a backdrop 
of blue waves.
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( LIYA FORT )

Wangi-Wangi Island

Wangi-Wangi Island is the main 
island in the Wakatobi group 
and serves as the entry point 

for most tourists. Although known as 
the administrative and economic center, 
the island also holds interesting cultural 
and historical charms, one of which is 
the Liya Fort. The fort is a historical relic 
that offers a glimpse into the past and 
traditional architecture of the Wakatobi 
people. 

Fort Liya is not just an old building; it 
is a symbol of resilience and local wisdom. 
Located on a hill, the fort used to serve 
as a defense system and community 
settlement. Visitors can explore the 

remains of the fort, feel the atmosphere of 
history, and enjoy the beautiful view from 
a height. The traditional architecture of 
the fort is also interesting to learn about, 
reflecting the skills and culture of the 
local people. 

Apart from Fort Liya, Wangi-Wangi 
Island also offers a range of tourist 
facilities, including accommodation, 
restaurants and souvenir shops. The 
island is a good starting point for 
exploring the rest of Wakatobi’s beauty, 
both underwater and cultural. With its 
blend of easy access, history and culture, 
Wangi-Wangi Island is an essential part of 
the Wakatobi vacation experience.

Tourist Destination
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Wangi-Wangi Island 
is the gateway to 
Wakatobi Nation-

al Park and the administra-
tive center of Waka-tobi 
Regency. The island has 
stunning natural beauty, 
with white sandy beaches, 
clear sea water, and amaz-
ing snorkeling and diving 
spots. Popular spots in-
clude Waha and Onemo-
hute, which are known for 
their colorful coral reefs.

Aside from its natural 
beauty, Wangi-Wangi also 
has a rich and interesting 
culture. The island is in-
habited by the Bajo and 
Cia-Cia tribes who main-
tain ancestral customs 
and traditions. Visitors 
can witness typical stilt 
houses as well as various 

traditional ceremonies.
The island is also 

famous for its natural 
springs such as Kontamale 
Cave, a natural tourist spot 
that offers clear water 
coming out of a limestone 
cave. Many residents use it 
as a bathing and washing 
place.

With a blend of under-
water nature, local culture 
and geographical unique-
ness, Wangi-Wangi Island 
offers visitors an authentic 
and unforgettable travel 
experience.

Tourist Destination
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ISLAND
Binongko

Ironworker Island

Binongko Island is one of 
the most remote islands 
in the Wakatobi group, 

known as the “Island of the 
Ironmongers” for its legendary 
ironwork tradition. The island 
offers a more authentic and 
secluded experience, away 
from the tourist crowds. Its 
natural beauty is still very 
much unspoiled, with tranquil 
coastlines and rich underwater 
life, making it a haven for those 
seeking tranquility. 

Binongko Island’s black-
smithing tradition has been 
passed down for generations, 
producing a variety of tra-
ditional tools and weapons 
of high quality. Visitors have 

the opportunity to witness 
the process of making these 
iron-works firsthand, interact 
with the artisans, and learn 
the his-tory behind their craft. 
This experience provides a 
deep insight into the incredi-
ble wealth of local culture and 
skills. 

In addition to ironwork, 
Binongko Island also offers un-
discovered marine tourism po-
tential, with diving spots that 
promise pristine underwater 
beauty. The island is an ideal 
choice for travelers who want 
to explore the more remote 
side of Wakatobi, experience 
authentic local life, and enjoy 
unspoiled natural beauty.

Tourist Destination
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Kaledupa Island is one of the islands 
rich in cultural and historical 
heritage in Wakatobi, offering more 

than just underwater beauty. The island is 
home to several important historical sites 
such as La Donda Fort, the Old Tomb, and 
Ollo Fort, all of which reflect the rich past 
and local wisdom of the Kaledupa people. 

La Donda Fort and Ollo Fort are 
traditional architectural relics that once 
served as defensive fortifications and 
settlement centers. Visiting these forts 
provides an insight into the defense 
strategies of the ancient people and their 
social structure. Meanwhile, the Old Tomb 
adds a spiritual and historical dimension, 

Kaledupa Island
(LA DONDA FORT, OLD TOMB, OLLO FORT)

Tourist Destination
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offering insight into local beliefs and 
customs. 

In addition to its historical value, 
Kaledupa Island also enchants with its 
serene natural beauty and welcoming 
culture. Visitors can explore traditional 
villages, interact with warm locals and 
enjoy the peaceful atmosphere. The 
combination of history, culture and 
beautiful nature makes Kaledupa Island 
an exciting and memorable destination in 
Wakatobi.

Kaledupa Island, one of the four 
main islands in Wakatobi, is 
a unique cultural and natural 

treasure. Its coral reefs are among the 
most beautiful in the world, home to 
rare species such as pygmy seahorses 
and green turtles.

The local people, especially the Bajo 
tribe, live in harmony with the sea and 
have maintained maritime traditions 
since time immemorial. Kaledupa is 
also famous for its distinctive weaving 
tradition in Pajam Village, as well 
as the traditional Lariangi dance, 
which is performed during important 
ceremonies. 

On the mainland, there is the 
Ollo Fort and an ancient mosque as 
historical relics. The combination of 
strong culture and natural charm makes 
Kaledupa an island rich in ecological 
and cultural values.

INTERESTING FACTS
KALEDUPA ISLAND
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Wakatobi Dive Resort is one of 
the world’s most renowned dive 
resorts, located in the heart 

of Wakatobi National Park. The resort 
is known for its commitment to marine 
conservation and exceptional diving 
experiences. Strategically located near 
the best dive sites, Wakatobi Dive Resort 

WAKATOBI DIVE RESORT
Address :
Desa, Lamanggau, Tomia, Kabupaten 
Wakatobi, Sulawesi Tenggara

Phone : (0385) 2441000

offers unlimited access to rich and diverse 
underwater wonders, making it a top 
choice for divers from around the world. 

The resort not only provides complete 
and comfortable facilities, but also has 
a team of experts ready to guide guests 
to explore the underwater beauty of 
Wakatobi. The serene atmosphere and 
beautiful scenery around the resort add 
value to a great vacation experience in 
Wakatobi.

Hotel
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Patuno Resort Wakatobi is one of the 
popular accommodation options 
on Wangi-Wangi Island, offering 

comfort and easy access to various 
attractions in Wakatobi. With beautiful 

PATUNO RESORT WAKATOBI
Address :
Jl. Ir. Soekarno No. 1
Sulawesi Tenggara, 93791

Phone : 0811-4002-221

ocean views and well-appointed facilities, 
the resort is suitable for travelers seeking 
a blend of relaxation and adventure. Its 
strategic location also makes it easy for 
visitors to explore the natural beauty and 
local culture. 

There are various types of rooms and 
cottages designed for guest comfort, as 
well as facilities such as a swimming pool 
and restaurant. The friendly atmosphere 
and warm service will make every guest 
feel at home.

Hotel

WAKATOBI  -  Travel Guidebook  |  17



Naya Matahora Island Resort offers 
an exclusive private island stay 
experience, ideal for those seeking 

tranquility and privacy in Wakatobi. With a 

NAYA MATAHORA ISLAND 
RESORT
Address :
Jl. Poros Bandara Matahora, Lingkungan 
Topa, Mandati I, Wangi-Wangi Sel., Kabupaten 
Wakatobi, Sulawesi Tenggara 93791

Phone : 0811-3983-122

Hotel

resort concept that blends in with nature, 
Naya Matahora gives guests the opportunity 
to fully connect with the island’s unspoiled 
marine beauty and landscape.

The resort is designed to provide an 
unforgettable vacation experience, with 
facilities that support relaxation and water 
adventure activities. Guests can enjoy 
snorkeling or diving right from the resort’s 
beachfront, exploring the fascinating 
underwater life. With stunning sunrise and 
sunset views, the resort is a dream destination 
for lovers of nature and tranquillity.
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Ar’ Rafif Dive Hotel Wakatobi is the 
right choice for divers and travelers 
looking for affordable yet comfortable 

accommodation in Wakatobi. The hotel offers 

AR’ RAFIF DIVE HOTEL 
WAKATOBI
Address :
Jl. Wa Opu Lessa No. 26 Pongo I, Mandati 
II, Kec. Wangi-Wangi, Kabupaten Wakatobi, 
Sulawesi Tenggara 93791

Phone : 0852-9934-5749

Hotel

well-appointed basic facilities to support 
diving activities, as well as a relatively easy-to-
reach location. The hotel focuses on providing 
comfort for its guests after a full day of 
exploring the underwater beauty of Wakatobi. 

Although more modest than a luxury 
resort, Ar’ Rafif Dive Hotel still provides friendly 
service and a homely atmosphere. The staff 
can assist in arranging diving or snorkeling 
trips, as well as providing information on 
tourist destinations around Wakatobi.
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Wakatobi Patuno Diving & Beach 
Resort is a resort that offers the 
perfect blend of comfortable 

accommodation and easy access to the 

WAKATOBI PATUNO DIVING & 
BEACH RESORT
Address :
Jl. Ir. Soekarno No.1,  Patuno, Pulau 
Wangiwangi, Sulawesi Tenggara, 
Indonesia, 93791

Phone : +628114002221

Hotel

best diving spots in Wakatobi. Situated 
on the beachfront with captivating 
ocean views, the resort offers a tranquil 
atmosphere and facilities that support an 
optimal marine vacation experience. It is 
the ideal place for divers and families who 
want to enjoy the charm of Wakatobi. 

The resort provides a variety of 
comfortable accommodation options, 
ranging from hotel rooms to private 
bungalows, all designed to meet guests’ 
needs. Visitors can also enjoy other 
facilities such as a swimming pool or relax 
at the private beach area.
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Culinary

IKAN PARENDE

 IKAN BAKAR COLO-COLO

Ikan Parende is a Wakatobi fish soup 
dish that is famous for its fresh and rich 
soup. The dish uses freshly selected 

fish cooked with traditional spices such 
as turmeric, ginger, galangal, lemongrass, 
and chili, creating a complex and warming 
flavor. The clear yet flavorful Parende 
gravy is the main attraction of this dish.

The cooking process of Parende takes 
ample time to ensure that the spices are 
fully absorbed into the fish meat, resulting 
in a savory taste and pleasant aroma. The 
dish is often eaten with steamed rice, 
perfect for warming up after a day at sea. 
Ikan Parende is the perfect representation 
of delicious and authentic Wakatobi home 
cooking.

Ikan Bakar Colo-Colo is a must-try 
Wakatobi specialty, featuring fresh fish 
grilled to perfection. The dish highlights 

the natural flavors of the fish that blend 
harmoniously with the spicy, fresh, and 
aromatic sambal colo-colo. Sambal 
colo-colo is made from a blend of local 
spices such as cayenne pepper, shallots, 
tomatoes and lime juice, creating an 
appetizing taste sensation.

The fish is grilled over hot coals, 
resulting in a distinctive smoky aroma 
and a texture that is tender on the inside 
but crispy on the outside. This dish is 
often served with steamed rice and fresh 
vegetables, making it a complete meal to 
enjoy after a day at the beach or diving.
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Culinary

HELOA SIRA

KASUAMI

Kasuami is a Wakatobi staple made 
from grated cassava, making it 
a unique and carbohydrate-rich 

alternative to rice. It has a chewy texture 
and a rather bland taste, making it perfect 
for pairing with rich seafood dishes, such 
as grilled fish or parende fish. Kasuami 
is an integral part of the daily diet of the 
local people. 

The process of making Kasuami 
involves complex processing of cassava, 
from grating it, squeezing out the water, 
to steaming it in special molds until it is 
cooked. The conical or round shape also 
characterizes Kasuami. For tourists who 
want to try an authentic local culinary 

Heloa Sira is a traditional Wakatobi 
dish originating from Kaledupa 
Island. This dish is made from a 

mixture of sago, grated coconut, and 
sea fish flavored with special spices. 
All ingredients are mixed and wrapped 
using leaves, then steamed or grilled 
until cooked. The traditional cooking 
process makes the aroma and taste very 
distinctive and appetizing.

Heloa Sira is usually served in 
traditional events, harvest celebrations, 
or thanksgiving ceremonies as a symbol of 
gratitude to God and a form of community 
togetherness. The savory flavors of 
coconut and fish blend with the chewy 
texture of sago, creating a unique and 
authentic culinary sensation. This food 
reflects the rich culture and local wisdom 
of the Wakatobi people.

experience, Kasuami is an interesting 
choice to taste and experience the 
traditional flavors of Wakatobi.
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Luluta is a unique traditional Wakatobi 
dish, made from rice cooked in 
bamboo. This unique cooking 

process gives the rice a special aroma and 
flavor, with the fragrant touch of bamboo 
permeating the dish. This dish is often 
served on special occasions or traditional 
ceremonies, demonstrating the high 
cultural value of the Wakatobi people. 

LULUTA

Culinary

Seasoned rice is stuffed into bamboo 
strips, then grilled or steamed until 
cooked. The result is fluffy rice with a very 
distinctive aroma and soft texture. Luluta 
is often eaten with side dishes such as fish 
or meat, creating a delicious combination 
of flavors. Tasting Luluta is the perfect 
way to experience Wakatobi’s rich cuisine 
and culture first-hand.
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Restaurant

SARI LAUT LAMONGAN 
MAS ARYO
Address :
Jl Tekbangka, Pongo, Kec. Wangi-Wangi, 
Kabupaten Wakatobi, Sulawesi Tenggara 93791

Phone : 0822-7116-7331

Sari Laut Lamongan Mas Aryo is 
located on Jl. Tekbangka, Pongo, 
Wangi-Wangi District, Wakatobi 

Regency, Southeast Sulawesi. This 
simple eatery brings the typical flavors 
of Lamongan, such as pecel ayam 
(fried chicken with chili paste) with a 
tantalizing spicy sauce and a refreshing 
accompanying broth. The famous main 
menu is pecel ayam with warm rice, 

offered at a very affordable price range of 
IDR 25,000–50,000 per person.

The warm service from Mas Aryo gives 
it a family-like feel, making visitors feel 
like they are being welcomed into a friend’s 
home. The eatery is open from 10:30 AM to 
around 1:00 AM, making it an ideal choice 
for a late-night dinner after a day of diving 
or marine tourism in Wakatobi.

Although simple, this place is a 
favorite among both tourists and locals 
who miss the authentic taste of East 
Javanese cuisine amidst the tropical 
island panorama.
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Restaurant

BRIANNA BEACH CAFÉ 

Located on Jl. Sultan Hasanuddin, 
Wandoka Utara, Wangi-Wangi, 
Brianna Beach Café offers a relaxed 

atmosphere on the tropical shores of 
Wakatobi, about 20 minutes from the 
city center. The cafe provides a tranquil 
beach view, ideal for enjoying lunch or an 
afternoon meal by the waves while savoring 
the cool sea breeze.

Favorite menu items include pempek 
adaan (fried fish cakes), a “complit” 
package, seafood fried rice, soami (sago 
noodles), and parende (fish soup)—all 
served fresh to order. The price range is 
around IDR 50,000–75,000 per person, 
making it affordable for both tourists and 
locals.

The warm service with a welcoming 
smile makes the dining experience feel 
personal and familiar. It is suitable for 
dining with family or travel companions 
while enjoying a long day at the beach.

Address :
Jl. Sultan Hasanudin, Wandoka Utara, Kec. 
Wangi-Wangi, Kabupaten Wakatobi, Sulawesi 
Tenggara 93791

Phone : 0812-4140-0920
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Restaurant

WARUNG MAKAN D’BANTEA

Warung Makan D’Bantea is located 
in Mandati I, South Wangi-Wangi 
District, Wakatobi Regency, 

Southeast Sulawesi. This place is known 
as a favorite local seafood eatery, with a 
simple and clean atmosphere, as well as 
friendly and quick service. Its signature 
menu includes spicy grilled fish in the 
Parape style, ayam bakar geprek (smashed 

grilled chicken), and Coto Makassar 
(Makassar beef soup), all prepared from 
fresh local ingredients and served in large 
portions. Plain iced tea is often provided 
for free to accompany the dishes, adding 
to the dining comfort.

The food prices are very affordable, 
making it perfect for both tourists and 
locals who want to enjoy authentic cuisine 
without breaking the bank. It is open every 
day from morning to afternoon/evening—
around 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM. With authentic 
flavors, friendly prices, and a spicy chili 
sauce that whets the appetite, D’Bantea is 
an ideal place to hunt for typical Sulawesi 
Ronggeng food after diving or snorkeling.

Address :
Mandati I, South Wangi-Wangi, Wakatobi 
Regency, South East Sulawesi 93795

Phone : 0823-4313-7084
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Cashew Nuts from Wakatobi is one 
of the most popular souvenirs due 
to its premium quality and delicious 

taste. The Wakatobi region, especially 
Binongko, is known for producing high-
quality cashew nuts, with a crunchy 
texture and naturally sweet flavor. These 
cashews are processed in various ways, 
from roasting, frying, to seasoning, 
making them the perfect snack to enjoy 
anytime. 

Wakatobi cashew nuts are not only 
delicious, but also rich in nutrients, 
making them a healthy and beneficial 
souvenir choice. The handy packaging 
also makes it easy for travelers to take 
them home as souvenirs. Whether you’re 

CASHEW NUTS

WAKATOBI’S SIGNATURE 
WOVEN FABRIC Sasak Woven Fabric or Songket is 

one of the most iconic souvenirs 
from Lombok, representing the rich 

culture and traditional handicrafts of the 
Sasak tribe. Each motif and color in the 
woven fabric has its own philosophical 
meaning and story, making it not only 
beautiful but also full of value. The manual 
and time-consuming manufacturing 
process shows the dedication of the 
weavers.

These woven fabrics can be used 
as clothing, home décor, or personal 
collections, showcasing the elegance 
of Lombok culture. Buying Sasak woven 
fabric means supporting the preservation 
of tradition and empowering local 
artisans. It is an authentic and meaningful 
souvenir from Lombok.

a fan of healthy snacks or looking for a 
savory treat, Wakatobi cashew nuts are a 
choice that won’t disappoint.

Souvenir
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Gule-Gule is a traditional sweet snack 
from Wakatobi made from glutinous 
rice and brown sugar, often in the 

shape of small or flat balls. Its chewy 
texture and sweet, creamy taste make 
Gule-Gule a favorite snack among locals 
and tourists alike. This snack reflects 
the simplicity of the ingredients while 
producing authentic flavors. 

The traditional process of making 
Gule-Gule adds to the uniqueness of 
this snack. Gule-Gule is often served as 
a dessert or afternoon tea companion. 
For tourists looking for souvenirs in the 
form of sweet and distinctive traditional 

GULE-GULE

KUE BAGEA

Kue Bagea is a traditional pastry 
popular in Wakatobi and some areas 
in Eastern Indonesia, made from 

sago. It has a unique texture, tending 
to be hard on the outside but melting 
in the mouth when chewed, with a mild 
sweetness and a distinctive sago aroma. 
Kue Bagea is a great snack to enjoy with 
coffee or tea, often becoming the region’s 
signature souvenir. 

Kue Bagea is not only delicious, but 
also long-lasting, making it a handy 
souvenir to bring back home. The cakes 
are often served in round or oval shapes, 
and many of them are still made using 
traditional methods. For travelers looking 
for an authentic and unique snack from 
Wakatobi, Kue Bagea is a great choice to 
experience the local flavor.

snacks, Gule-Gule is the perfect choice 
to experience the authentic taste of 
Wakatobi.

Souvenir
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Souvenir

BINONGKO KNIVES

Binongko knives are one of the most 
authentic and treasured souvenirs 
from Wakatobi, specifically from 

Binongko Island which is famous for its 
blacksmithing tradition. These knives 
are not simply a tool, but rather a work 
of art crafted with generations of 
expertise, reflecting the meticulousness 
and dedication of local artisans. Each 
knife has a unique design and function, 
demonstrating the diversity of their uses 
in daily life and customs. 

The quality of Bonongko knives is 
highly regarded for its sharpness and the 
strength of its raw materials. Aside from 
being a tool, they also have great historical 
and cultural value, often passed down 
from generation to generation. Buying 
a Bonongko Knife means taking home 
a piece of authentic Wakatobi cultural 
heritage and supporting the continuation 
of local blacksmithing traditions.

WAKATOBI  -  Travel Guidebook  |  29



PELAGIAN DIVE YACHT SPA 
SERVICES
Address :
Sailing the waters of Wakatobi ( spa facilities 
on board )

Phone : -

Wakatobi Dive Resort Spa offers 
the perfect oasis of relaxation 
after a full day of diving 

adventures in the waters of Wakatobi. 
Set in a serene and natural environment, 
the spa is designed to re-energize and 
rejuvenate the body. With professional 
therapists and a wide selection of 
treatments, Wakatobi Dive Resort Spa is 
committed to providing a pampering and 
relaxing experience for every guest. 

Treatments on offer include 
traditional massages, body treatments 
and aromatherapy, all designed to relieve 
muscle tension and promote overall 

well-being. The tranquil atmosphere and 
beautiful ocean views from some areas 
of the spa add to the therapeutic value of 
each session. It is an ideal place to pamper 
yourself and achieve total relaxation 
amidst the beauty of Wakatobi.

Pelagian Dive Yacht Spa Services 
offers a unique spa experience at 
sea, providing relaxing treatments 

aboard a luxury yacht. After a long day 
of diving, guests can enjoy a massage or 
body treatment while taking in the ocean 

WAKATOBI DIVE RESORT SPA
Address :
Pulau Hoga, Wakatobi, Sulawesi Tenggara

Phone : +62 813-1777-7000

views. The service is designed to provide 
maximum comfort without giving up the 
adventure. Professional therapists tailor 
treatments to individual needs, relieving 
fatigue and muscle tension. The spa on 
Pelagian Dive Yacht is an exclusive blend 
of adventure and relaxation, making it an 
unforgettable experience while exploring 
the underwater beauty of Wakatobi.

Spa
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Spa

LOCAL SPA SERVICES IN TOMIA 
AND WANGI-WANGI
Address :
Tomia and Wangi-Wangi Islands

Phone : -

RESORT-BASED SPA 
TREATMENTS
Address :
Various resorts in Wakatobi

Phone : -

On Tomia and Wangi-Wangi Islands, 
visitors can enjoy local spa services 
that offer authentic relaxation with a 

touch of Wakatobi culture. Though simple, 
these spas use natural ingredients and 
traditional recipes passed down through 
generations. 

Run by locals, this service gives 
travelers the opportunity to support 
the community while experiencing local 
culture. Contact information can be 
obtained through your lodging or tour 
guide. Spas in Tomia and Wangi-Wangi 

are an affordable way to relax and pamper 
yourself with a regional feel.

Many resorts in Wakatobi offer spa 
services within their properties, 
providing convenience and easy 

access for guests to enjoy relaxing 
treatments. These spa services are 
designed to complement the vacation 
experience, allowing guests to relax and 
rejuvenate after an active day. 

Each resort has different spa offerings, 
as per their respective concepts and 
facilities. Treatments vary from relaxing 
massages to full body treatments, often 
using natural ingredients and essential 
oils. The spa atmosphere is infused with 
tranquility, with the beautiful scenery as 
a backdrop. Resort spas are a practical 
choice for maximum relaxation while on 
vacation in Wakatobi.
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COMMUNITY WELLNESS 
CENTERS
Address :
Some community centers in Wakatobi

Phone : -

Some community wellness centers in 
Wakatobi may also provide wellness 
services and traditional treatments, 

offering a more holistic approach to 
relaxation and health. While perhaps 
not as comprehensive as commercial 
spas, these centers focus on traditional 
medicine practices and the use of locally 

available natural ingredients. This is an 
opportunity to experience a different side 
of wellness in Wakatobi, one that is more 
integrated with local wisdom. 

These centers may be more oriented 
towards natural healing and traditional 
health practices, providing a different 
experience from the typical spa. 
Information regarding specific locations 
and services can be asked from locals 
or tour guides. Visiting a community 
health center is a unique way to support 
traditional practices and experience 
the benefits of natural treatments in 
Wakatobi.

Spa
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Numerous dive sites are scattered 
throughout the Wakatobi island chain, 
offering experiences that range from 
dramatic coral walls to shallow, colorful 
coral gardens. Each dive promises stunning 
sightings of marine life, such as turtles, 
sharks, manta rays and a variety of endemic 
fish. Scuba diving in Wakatobi is not just a 
sport, but a journey of exploration into one of 
the richest marine ecosystems on Earth.

SCUBA DIVING

Scuba diving in Wakatobi is an 
unparalleled experience, making it 
one of the best diving destinations in 

the world. Its incredible marine biodiversity, 
with more than 750 species of coral and 
thousands of species of fish, attracts divers 
from all over the world. The clear waters offer 
fantastic visibility, allowing divers to be fully 
immersed in the beauty of the magnificent 
underwater park. 

Sport Activities & Marine Sports
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Snorkeling in Wakatobi offers an easy 
and fun way to enjoy its spectacular 
underwater beauty, even for those 

without diving certification. The shallow 
waters around Wakatobi’s islands are 
filled with healthy, colorful coral reefs and 
free-swimming tropical fish. The clarity 
of the water allows for great visibility, so 
everyone can witness the wonders of the 
underwater world without having to dive 
too deep. 

Many snorkeling spots are easily 
accessible from the shore or by short-
distance boat, making it an ideal activity 
for families or beginners. Visitors can 
see various coral formations, encounter 
swimming sea turtles, or simply float on 
the surface while taking in the stunning 
scenery. Snorkeling in Wakatobi is the 
perfect way to experience the charm of 
the sea without the need for complicated 
equipment.

SNORKELING

Sport Activities & Marine Sports
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Sport Activities & Marine Sports

while enjoying mesmerizing views from 
the water’s surface. 

It’s suitable for all ages and skill levels, 
giving you the freedom to set the pace of 
your exploration. Kayaking and SUP are 
also an eco-friendly way to experience 
Wakatobi, producing no noise pollution 
or emissions. With calm waters and 
captivating scenery, kayaking and SUP 
are a great choice to relax and enjoy 
the beauty of Wakatobi from a different 
perspective.

KAYAKING AND STAND-UP 
PADDLEBOARDING (SUP)

Kayaking and Stand-Up Paddleboard-
ing (SUP) in Wakatobi offer a serene 
and immersive way to explore the 

beauty of the shallow waters and coast-
line. With a kayak or SUP board, visitors 
can paddle through tranquil lagoons, 
around small islands, or even through un-
spoiled mangrove forests. This activity 
allows for closer interaction with nature, 
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Island Hopping Tours in Wakatobi are 
a great way to explore the beauty of 
this stunning cluster of islands. These 

tours usually involve a boat trip to several 
islands and the best diving or snorkeling 
sites, such as Hoga, Tomia or Binongko 
Islands. Each island offers its own charm, 
from white sandy beaches, traditional 
villages, to spectacular dive spots. 

Through this tour, tourists can 

experience the diversity of Wakatobi, both 
in terms of nature and culture. They can 
snorkel in crystal clear waters, relax on 
secluded beaches, or interact with local 
people. Island Hopping Tours also often 
include lunch on remote islands, adding to 
the authentic and unforgettable experience. 
This is an efficient way to maximize a visit to 
Wakatobi and see as much of the wonders it 
has to offer as possible.

ISLAND HOPPING TOURS

Sport Activities & Marine Sports
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Sport Activities & Marine Sports

Local tour operators usually provide 
specialized boats for this activity, with 
guides who are experienced in tracking 
dolphins and whales. The experience of 
seeing dolphins jumping and playing in 
the waves, or even a rare whale sighting, 
will be an unforgettable moment for every 
visitor. This activity also emphasizes the 
importance of preserving the marine 
ecosystem to protect the population of 
these marine mammals.

DOLPHIN AND WHALE WATCHING

Dolphin and Whale Watching in the 
waters of Wakatobi offers a rare op-
portunity to witness the wonders of 

marine mammals in their natural habitat. 
The nutrient-rich waters around Wakato-
bi attract a variety of dolphin species and 
even some whales, making this a thrilling 
experience. Early morning, when the wa-
ters are still calm, is the best time to em-
bark on this adventure and watch them in 
action. 
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For More Information 
Follow Wonderful Indonesia’s social media


