
Nazarbayev University 

Apply today. Succeed tomorrow. 

 

2021 



• Founded at the initiative of Nursultan 

Nazarbayev, the First President of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan 

• Established: June 2010   

• Language of instruction: English 

• Status: Research University 

• Faculty: more than 500, including 

professors, associate and assistant  

professors, and instructors 

• - 90% have PhD  degrees from the best 

universities 

• -75% foreign faculty, from 56 countries 

• Students: more than 6 000 (incl. 82 

international) 

INFORMATION ABOUT  
NAZARBAYEV UNIVERSITY 



WHY NAZARBAYEV UNIVERSITY? 

10 REASONS TO APPLY TO NU 



SCHOLARSHIPS 

• 98 %  enrolled under scholarships 
• Abay Kunanbayev scholarship – full scholarship for 

international candidates 

• Tuition fee waiver 
• Basic medical insurance 

• Monthly stipend: 
• 22 258 KZT– Foundation  
• 26 186 KZT – Undergraduate 

• 125 000 KZT– Masters  
• 150 000 KZT – PhD  

• Research allowance for PhD students (500 USD) 
 
• Partial scholarships for international candidates based on the 

citizenships of international candidates (based on WB 
classification): Citizens of Indonesia are eligible for the partial 
scholarship which gives 90% discount to the amount of the 
tuition fee 



STRATEGIC PARTNERS 



INTEGRATION OF EDUCATION & RESEARCH 

School of Engineering and Digital Sciences 

School of Sciences and Humanities 

School of Mining & Geosciences 

School of Medicine 

Graduate School of Business 

Graduate School of Education 

Graduate School of Public Policy 



LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION – ENGLISH 

Undergraduate 

Master’s 

PhD Non-degree  
programs 

Foundation 

University  
Programs 

NUZYP  
(pre-master’s) 



INTERNSHIP & STUDY ABROAD OPPORTUNITIES  

Students with good academic standing 
(GPA) can participate in: 
 
❖ Academic mobility programs (1 

semester - 1 academic year); 
❖ Exchange programs with strategic 

partners or other partners of the 
respective School 

❖ Internship programs abroad 
❖ Research internships at NU 

 
 
  
 



Zero year of Master's programs (NUZYP) 

Program NUZYP - a two-semester, full-time intensive pre-master 
English and content course program for candidates who 
lack the English proficiency required for direct entry into 
the Master's programs.  

Aim The Program is aimed at giving students the support 
needed to acquire English language proficiency and 
academic skills required to successfully begin Master’s 
level studies. Satisfactory completion of the Program will 
permit the students to progress to the Master’s programs 
of the University to which they applied and for which they 
were interviewed. 

Requirements 1) meet the minimum entry requirements to the Master’s 
program, except the English language requirements: 
❏ – have a valid overall IELTS test score of 5.5 (with no 

more than one sub-score of 5.0, or TOEFL equivalent); 
❏ – have a valid overall IELTS test score of 6.0 (with no 

more than one sub-score of 5.5, or TOEFL equivalent) 
– for MA  in Political Science and International 
Relations and MA in Eurasian Studies programs; 

2) indicate NUZYP in the Application Form. Admissions 
Committee may recommend for NUZYP those candidates 
who did not indicate it during the registration. 



Undergraduate: 
 

• Chemical and Materials Engineering 
• Civil and Environmental Engineering 
• Computer Science 
• Electrical and Computer Engineering 
• Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 
• Robotics and Mechatronics 

Master’s: 
 

• Biomedical Engineering 
• Chemical and Materials Engineering 
• Civil and Environmental Engineering 
• Computer Science 
• Data Science 
• Electrical and Computer Engineering 
• Engineering Management 
• Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 
• Robotics 

PhD: 
 

• Chemical Engineering 
• Civil Engineering 
• Computer Science  
• Electrical Engineering 
• Mechanical Engineering  
• Robotics Engineering 

School of Engineering & Digital Sciences     
                                    (SEDS) 



Undergraduate: 
• Anthropology  
• Biology  
• Chemistry 
• Economics 
• History  
• Mathematics  
• Physics 
• Political Science and 

International Relations  
• Sociology 
• World Languages, Literatures 

and Cultures 
Master’s: 

• Applied Mathematics 
• Biological Sciences and 

Technologies 
• Chemistry 
• Economics 
• Eurasian Studies 
• Physics 
• Political Science and 

International Relations 
PhD: 

• Eurasian Studies 
• Life Science 
• Mathematics 
• Physics 

School of Sciences and Humanities 
                                 (SSH) 



Undergraduate: 
• Geology 

• Mining Engineering 

• Petroleum Engineering 

 
Master’s: 

• Mining Engineering 

• Petroleum Engineering 

 
PhD: 

• Mining Engineering 

• Petroleum Engineering 

School of Mining & Geosciences      
                           (SMG) 



Undergraduate: 
• Bachelor in Nursing program (2 

years program) 
• Medical sciences  
• Nursing  

Мaster’s: 
• Molecular Medicine 

• Pharmacology and Toxicology  
• Public Health 

• Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation 
PhD: 

• Biomedical Sciences 

 
Other: 

• Doctor of Medicine (MD) 
• Residency 

School of Medicine  
            (SOM) 



 
Master’s: 
 

• Business Administration (MBA) 
• Executive Business Administration (Executive 

MBA) 
• Finance (MsF) 

 

Graduate School of Business  
                           (GSB) 



 
Мaster’s: 

• Public Administration 

• Public Policy  
 
PhD: 

• Public Policy  

Graduate School of Public Policy        
                          (GSPP) 



 
Мaster’s: 
 

• Educational Leadership:  
            - Higher Education  
            - School Education  
            - Inclusive Education 

 
• Multilingual Education 

 
PhD: 

• Education 

Graduate School of Education  
                             (GSE) 



Employers & Universities 

• Top Employers 

• Top Universities 



SAFE & SECURE CAMPUS 

79.8% students living on campus 

 
• 19 950 tenge (50 USD) per semester – a place in a 

dormitory room with 4 beds  
• 29 260 tenge (77 USD) per semester – double 

occupancy in a dormitory room with 2 beds  
• 87 780 tenge (232 USD) per semester– single 

occupancy in a dormitory room with 1 bed 



SAFE & SECURE CAMPUS 



SAFE & SECURE CAMPUS 



CAMPUS GUESTS 

21 



Vibrant Student Life 



Innovation Cluster  



POLITICALLY & ECONOMICALLY STABLE COUNTRY 

10 
Palace of Peace and Reconciliation 



 NU INTERNATIONAL ALUMNI 

Khamza Sharifzoda 
(Tajikistan) 
 
High school: TTHS Haji Kemal in Dushanbe 

  
Program: BA in Political Science and 
International Relations; minor in Spanish and 
Hispanic Studies from NU 

 
Now: Doing his graduate studies in Political 
Science at Georgetown University in 
Washington, D.C. 
 
A research fellow at a NATO sponsored new 
project on the security environment in the 
post-Soviet space continues improving his 
Spanish, which he studied at NU for 3 years.  

https://kaztube.kz/video/296266?fbclid=IwAR0QKQ7ha0bbuvAMm_I4XRxkmWVsjgyMYqZWLNp8If4tKjKxiY9cO1X-8wE


How To Apply? 

Step 1: 

Step 2: 

Register on the www.admissions.nu.edu.kz portal 

to create a Personal Account 

Fill out the application form and attach the 
required documents 

http://www.admissions.nu.edu.kz/


Programs where application is still available for 
the academic year 2021-2022 

 Foundation on a fee-paying basis: application deadline is June 30, 2021 
 Programs of the Graduate School of Business: 

1. Full-time MBA: May 11, 2021 
2. MSc in Finance: May 11, 2021 
3. Executive MBA: June 23, 2021. 

 Programs of the Graduate School of Public Policy: application deadline is May 15, 
2021: 
1. Master in Public Policy 
2. Master in Public Administration 
3. PhD in Public Policy 

 Programs of the School of Mining & Geosciences: application deadline is May 30, 
2021: 
1. MSc in Mining Engineering 
2. MSc in Petroleum Engineering 
3. PhD in Mining Engineering 
4. PhD in Petroleum Engineering 

 Residency program of the School of Medicine:  application deadline is : 7 June, 2021  
 
 



Minimum entry requirements for the Foundation 
program 

Aptis Remote NUFYP ET 

Duration: 3 hours 
Consists of: 4 skills & additional 
component 
Minimum passing score: 165/200 
 Writing - 35/50  
 Reading - 34/50 

 Speaking- 36/50  
 Listening- 30/50 

 Grammar and Vocabulary with   
 no minimum passing score  
 

Duration: 2 hours  
Consists of: 60 questions 

Minimum passing score: 120/240 

Evaluates skills in Math and Critical 
thinking & Problem Solving 

Applicants, who provide IELTS/TOEFL  
certificates with overall score of 6.0 and 
5.0 in sections (or its TOEFL equivalent) 
before 25 December, 2020 will be  
exempted from taking Aptis Remote. 

On a scholarship basis   (application starts in Sept, 2021 for 2022-2023 acad.year)  



Minimum entry requirements for the 
Foundation program 

On a fee-paying basis               (online application: 1 March - 30 June 2021)  

 

К началу К программам Следующий слайд 

1 

2 

 Applicants who took part in the selection process of the 
current year for the state educational grant and were included 
into the waiting list without receiving the grant 

Applicants who applied online for the fee-paying Foundation 
and independently passed the following tests: 

SAT Reasoning Test (with essay) - 1140 
or 

ACT (with writing part) - 24. 
or 

ALEKS PPL – min.score TBD 
Deadline for passing the tests:  

SAT: May 8, 2021. ACT: June 12, 2021 

IELTS – 6.0 (5.0 in sections) 
or 

TOEFL iBT – 60 

or 
TOEFL PDT – 550* 

Deadline for passing the tests:  
June 30, 2021 

 



Minimum entry requirements for undergraduate 
programs (application starts in Oct, 2021 for 2022-2023 acad.year)  

Categories Requirements Schools 

School of Sciences and Humanities School of 
Engineering and 
Digital Sciences 

School of 
Mining and 

Geosciences 

School of 
Medicine 

Science majors Humanities majors 

Secondary school 
graduate 

IELTS 6.5 (minimum 6.0 in each section) 

SAT Reasoning 1240 with writing part 

SAT Subject 

600 for each subject   
(Biology and 

Chemistry or Physics 
and Math) 

not required  
600 for each subject (Physics and 

Math) 
Not required 

INTERVIEW Not required optional Required 

IB diploma program 

IELTS 6.5 (minimum 6.0 in each section) 

IB diploma results 4,4,5 total score 30 (HL subjects) 

INTERVIEW Not required optional Required 

Transfer students 

IELTS 6.5 (minimum 6.0 in each section) 

SAT Reasoning 1240 with writing part 

SAT Subject 

600 for each subject   
(Biology and 

Chemistry or Physics 
and Math) 

not required  
600 for each subject (Physics and 

Math) 
Not required 

INTERVIEW Not required optional Required 

GPA 3.0 out of 4.0  

Olympiad winners 

IELTS Required with no minimum score 

Olympiad 
certificates 

Republic (gold, silver) in the current year;  
International (gold, silver, bronze) for the last 3 years 

INTERVIEW Required 



Requirements for NUZYP/ Master’s and PhD 
programs  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Application Form  

ID Card/ Passport  

Undergraduate/ Graduate Diploma  

IELTS/TOEFL 

CV/ Resume 

GRE/ GMAT/ MCAT/ USMLE/ IFOM to some programs 

Motivation letter/ Statement of Purpose 

2-4 Recommendation Letters 

Research proposal 



Minimum entry requirements for Master’s and 
PhD programs (Graduate Schools) 

SCHOOL/ 

PROGRAM 

GSE GSB GSPP 

MA, MSc PhD MA, MSc MA PhD 

GPA (4 scale) 2,75 competitive 

GPA 

MBA - 2,75  

MsF - 2,67  

EMBA - not required 

2,75 competitive 

GPA 

IELTS/TOEFL 6,5/79 7,0/94 6,5/79 6,5/79 6,5/79 

(sub-score no less than 6,0/12-21) 

Work experience 1 year 2 years MBA, EMBA - recommended  

MsF - not recommended 

MPP - 2 years  

MPA - 3 years 

3 years 

Rec. letters 2 letters 3 letters 2 letters 2 letters 2 letters 

Standardized 

tests 

GRE - 

optional 

GRE - 

optional 

MBA - ALEKS test/GMAT/GRE 

(required)  

MsF - GRE/GMAT (required)  

EMBA - not required 

GRE/GMAT - 

optional 

GRE/GMAT - 

optional 



Minimum entry requirements for Master’s and 
PhD programs (SEDS, SSH, SMG, SOM)  

SCHOOL/ 

PROGRAM 

SSH SMG SEDS SOM 

MA, MSc PhD MSc PhD MA, 

MSc 

PhD Master, Residency DM PhD 

GPA (4 scale) 2,75 3.0  

(exc. PhD ES - 

comp. GPA) 

2,75 3,0 

IELTS/TOEFL 6,5/79  

(exc. MAPSIR 

and MAES- 

7,0/94) 

6,5/79  

(exc. PhD ES - 

7,0/94) 

6,5/79 MMM, MPH, 

MPTox, MSMR - 

6,5/79 Residency - 

7,0/94 

7,0/94 6,5/79 

(sub-score no less than 6,0/12-21) 

Work exp. if any - if any 

Rec. letters 2 letters 

(exception 

MAPSIR, 

MAES, MAEc 

- 3 letters 

2 letters 

(exception 

PhD ES - 3 

letters) 

2 letters 

 

2-4 

letters 

1 supporting 

letter from a 

faculty 

member of the 

NUSOM 1 

recommendati

on letter 

Standardized 

tests 

GRE - 

optional for 

MSc only 

GRE - optional GRE/GMAT - optional Residency - BSE or 

USMLE required 

Master - GRE/GMAT 

- optional 

MCAT-

489 

GRE/GMAT - 

optional 



www.nu.edu.kz 

Office of Enrollment Management 
Phone: +7 (7172) 64-25-84 
Email: international.admissions@nu.edu.kz 
Web-site: nu.edu.kz 
Address: Kabanbay batyr ave., 53 
Nur-Sultan, 010000  
Republic of Kazakhstan 

https://nu.edu.kz/about-nazarbayev-university

