Brief Information
on Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the OIC Ministerial Conference
on the Role of Women in Development

1. The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) which was initially named the
Organization of the Islamic Conference, established on 25 September 1967 by a
resolution adopted at a High Level Meeting in Rabat, Morocco was held as a response to
the Israeli’s attack over Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. At present, the OIC remains the
only intergovernmental organization representing the Muslim world which membership
consists of 57 countries, including Indonesia, and covers three regions of the world
namely Asia, Middle-East and Africa.
2. Nevertherless, the structure and the performance of the OIC are still considered not
efficient and effective enough to meet the current political, economic and socio-cultural
challenges. Moreover, the OIC is regarded as an international organization that
emphasizes more on political matters, in particular the Palestinian issue. Likewise, the
OIC has also been perceived as an organization that represents the interests of certain
countries only. Lack of internal coordination and insufficient leverage of the Muslim
countries on global issues, including on conflict management that take place mostly in the
OIC member countries, has become reason for OIC restructuring.
3. It is therefore, during the 10th OIC Summit in Putrajaya, Malaysia on 11-17 October 2003,
OIC member states agreed to create the Organization that is equipped to address the
21st century challenges, by streamlining its structure and methodology and increasing
financial capacity and human resources. Furthermore, the 3rd OIC Special Summit held in
Mecca, Saudi Arabia, on 7 - 8 December 2005 adopted the Mecca Declaration and the
OIC Ten Year Program of Actions (TYPOA) which consist of OIC restructuring and
reform plan, including the formulation of new Charter of the OIC.
4. The 11th OIC Summit held in Senegal on 13-14 March 2008 with its main theme "The
Islamic Ummah in the 21st Century" has adopted the new OIC Charter. The new Charter
is expected to create a political unity among Muslim countries and to establish an
international organization that accommodates their interests in the era of globalization.
5. The TYPOA is an initial point of OIC reform that covers not only on political issues, but
also on economic and trades. The TYPOA embraces political and intellectual, economic,
scientific, development, and social issues as well as women's issues. It is also expected
to reduce the gap of welfare between the ummah.
6. At the 3rd Extraordinary OIC Summit in Mecca, on 7 - 8 December 2005, as the step to
implement the TYPOA and resolution on Muslim Women and their Role in the
Development of Islamic Society, OIC member states agreed to establish a Ministerial
Meeting on Women’s affairs in order to give more opportunities for women in OIC
member states to play active in various aspects of social life and to formulate a plan of
action to enhance women roles in the development of Muslim society. Since then The
OIC Ministerial Meeting on Women has become a forum for the OIC Member States to
discuss their actions and to prepare common strategies, standards, programs and goals
to improve women status.

7. The First OIC Ministerial Conference on Women on the Role of Women in Development
took place in Istanbul, Turkey on 20 - 21 November 2006. The Agenda of the meeting
were: (i) national policy and strategies to increase women's empowerment and poverty
alleviation among women, (ii) the participation of women in decision-making mechanisms
both locally and nationally, (iii) the future of women's participation and access to
education, and (iv) the elimination of all forms of violence against women.
8. The 2nd OIC Ministerial Conference on the role of women in the development has been
held in Cairo, Egypt, on 24-25 November 2008 to prepare a program to improve women’s
roles in development. The Conference has adopted the OIC Plan of Action for the
Advancement of Women (OPAAW)/Cairo Plan of Action for Women. The endorsement of
the OPAAW was based on the recommendation of the First OIC Ministerial Conference
on Women in Istanbul. The OPAAW draws the commitment of OIC member states to
address various obstacles faced by women and to eliminate all forms of discrimination
against women to achieve equality between men and women to form a vision and
comprehensive strategy to improve the status of women.
9. The 3rd OIC Ministerial Conference on the Role of Women in the Development was held
in Iran, on 19 - 21 December 2010. The Conference has adopted 2 (two) agreements,
namely:
•
•

The adoption of the mechanism of the implementation of the Cairo Plan of Action for
the Advancement of Women (OPAAW)
An agreement on the establishment of the Group of Governmental Experts to design
a "Covenant on the Rights of Women in Islam" to be recommended to the upcoming
Conference

10. It is important to note that the mechanisms of the implementation of OPAAW is a
document that serves as an instrument or a guideline for concrete implementation as well
as a mechanism that stipulate various progressive actions for the advancement of
women.
11. At 38th OIC CFM in Astana, on 28-30 June 2011, Indonesia proposed its intention to
host the OIC Ministerial Meeting on Women in 2012, after the other three member
states (Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan and Kuwait) withdraw their proposal to host the
Conference. The 38th OIC CFM endorsed Indonesia as the host country for the next OIC
Ministerial Meeting on Women with the adoption of Resolution 4/38-C on Social and
Family Issues.
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